
 

 

All public land is required to be classified as either ‘community’ or ‘operational’. Community land is land Council 
makes available for use by the public, for example as parks or sports grounds. Operational land is land which 
facilitates the functions of Council and may not be open to the public, for example a works depot or a Council 
pound. This classification also determines land management where community land must not be sold, exchanged 
or otherwise disposed of by a council. There are no such restrictions on operational land. 
 
Council is seeking to reclassify Council owned land at 4 Pittwater Road Gladesville from community to operational 
land. This reclassification would be achieved through amendment to Schedule 4 of the Hunters Hill Local 
Environmental Plan 2012. The intent of this reclassification is to provide the opportunity to unlock the existing 
development potential of the site, to stimulate growth and development within an appropriate location in the 
Gladesville town centre. 
 
A planning proposal to reclassify public land needs to consider the NSW Government’s Document titled ‘LEP 
Practice Note: PN 16-001 Classification and reclassification of public land through a Local Environmental Plan’, 
(which can be referred to as the ‘Practice Note’). The Practice Note provides guidance on classifying and 
reclassifying public land through a local environmental plan. 
 
The information within the table below demonstrates how the requirements of the Practice Note have been 
addressed by noting the sections of the Planning Proposal which confirm: 
 

• The current ‘community’ and proposed ‘operational’ classification of the land.  

• The land is not a public reserve.  

• Details on the strategic and site specific merits of the Proposal, along with associated evidence to support 
this.  

• Relevant strategic studies and reports which support the Proposal (such as the Hunters Hill Council’s 
Property Strategy).  

• Details on the consistency of the Proposal with relevant community plans (such as the Hunters Hill 
Council’s Property Strategy and the City of Ryde Local Strategic Planning Statement).  

• Council’s current and proposed interests in the land. 

• The effect of the reclassification. 

• That the land is not a ‘public reserve’. 

• The current uses of the land (as a childcare centre). 

• Current and proposed lease agreements applying to the land. 

• Current and proposed business dealings. 

• That there is no rezoning associated with the reclassification. 

• How council may benefit financially, and how these funds will be used for community infrastructure. 

• How council will ensure funds remain available to fund proposed community infrastructure referred to in 
justifying the reclassification.  

• Preliminary comments by the relevant government agency (Sydney Water). 
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Requirement Response 

The current and proposed classification of the land; The land is currently classified Community Land. It is 
proposed to reclassify the site to Operational Land. 
 
Refer to Part 1 – Objectives or Intended Outcomes of 
the Planning Proposal 

Whether the land is a ‘public reserve’ (defined in the 
LG Act); 

The land is not a Public Reserve under the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

The strategic and site specific merits of the 
reclassification and evidence to support this; 

Refer to Part 3 – Justification of the Planning Proposal 
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Whether the planning proposal is the result of a 
strategic study or report; 

Refer to Background and Part 3 – Justification of the 
Planning Proposal 

Whether the planning proposal is consistent with 
council’s community plan or other local strategic 
plan; 

Refer to Part 3 – Justification of the Planning Proposal 

A summary of council’s interests in the land, 
including:  
-  how and when the land was first acquired (e.g. was 

it dedicated, donated, provided as part of a 
subdivision for public open space or other 
purpose, or a developer contribution)  

-  if council does not own the land, the land owner’s 
consent;  

-  the nature of any trusts, dedications etc; 

Refer to Background of the Planning Proposal. Refer 
also to Attachment 8 

Whether an interest in the land is proposed to be 
discharged, and if so, an explanation of the reasons 
why; 

Refer to Part 2 – Explanation of Provisions of the 
Planning Proposal 

The effect of the reclassification (including, the loss 
of public open space, the land ceases to be a public 
reserve or particular interests will be discharged); 

Refer to Part 3 – Justification of the Planning Proposal 

Evidence of public reserve status or relevant 
interests, or lack thereof applying to the land (e.g. 
electronic title searches, notice in a Government 
Gazette, trust documents); 

Refer to Background of the Planning Proposal 

Current use(s) of the land, and whether uses are 
authorised or unauthorised; 

Refer to Background of the Planning Proposal 

Current or proposed lease or agreements applying to 
the land, together with their duration, terms and 
controls; 

Any proposed and historic leases / agreements applying 
to the land are all short term, including an agreement in 
place between Hunters Hill Council and City of Ryde 
Council relating to the management, operation and 
financing of the existing land use. 

Current or proposed business dealings (e.g. 
agreement for the sale or lease of the land, the basic 
details of any such agreement and if relevant, when 
council intends to realise its asset, either 
immediately after rezoning/reclassification or at a 
later time); 

There are no current or proposed business dealings 
associated with the land. 

Any rezoning associated with the reclassification (if 
yes, need to demonstrate consistency with an 
endorsed Plan of Management or strategy); 

No rezoning of the land is proposed. 

How council may or will benefit financially, and how 
these funds will be used; 

This information is also found in Part 3, Section A of the 
Planning Proposal. 
 
The Planning Proposal will enable Council to sell, 
exchange, or otherwise divest or deal with the parcel of 
land to assist in facilitating the redevelopment of the 
land, whilst capitalising on the returns to Council and 
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the potential community benefits including public 
domain upgrades. 
 
Council’s strategic planning framework, including the 
CIP and Property Strategy 2021, outlines this approach 
identifying the site as surplus to Councils’ needs. 
 
Should the site be divested or developed in future, all 
proceedings will be placed in an internally restricted 
reserve. 

How council will ensure funds remain available to 
fund proposed open space sites or improvements 
referred to in justifying the reclassification, if 
relevant to the proposal; 

The Planning Proposal will enable a positive public 
economic impact in facilitating the orderly and 
economic development of a Council asset and 
consequential improvements to the public domain. 

A Land Reclassification (part lots) Map, in accordance 
with any standard technical requirements for spatial 
datasets and maps, if land to be reclassified does not 
apply to the whole lot; and 

N/A 

Preliminary comments by a relevant government 
agency, including an agency that dedicated the land 
to council, if applicable. 

N/A 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 


